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DEPT' PLEASE PASS' MANAMA

SUBJECTS PRESS REACT/ON TOUS/BAHRAIN NAVAL' ARRANGEMENT

REF A. TEHRAN 170
• 1B1 TEHRAN 165:

10 AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF EDITORIAL SILENCE PRESTIGIOUS
ETELA" AT JANUARY 13 AND: TEHRAN JOURNAL: JANUARY 15 :CARRIED

LONG EDITORIAL' EXPRESSING , SURPRISE AT AND' OBJECTION 'TO
AGREEMENT "UNDER WHICH US MIDDLE' EAST 'FLEET WILL BE ABLE
TO USEPART OF . OLD BRIT/SH NAVAL BASE IN PERSIAN GULF."
ED IT OR I A L :R EVIEWS ARRANGMENTS BY WHICH US: NAVY

ESTABLISHED , PRESENCE IN GULF. QUESTIONS RIGHT BAHRAIN
TO PERM T-FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE IN GULF AND URGES US
TO RECONSIDER THIS ARRANGEMENT AND LEAVE THE GULF. FOLLOWING
POINTS MADE. TN EDITORIAL'



(A) I': "RATHER . STRANGE ./ AFTEk ALL EFFORT TO GET
SOUTHERN: COAST_ OF ; PERSIAN GULF 'FREE 'FROM BRITISH' AND TO.
RESTORE' NAVAL! LEADERSHIP TO . REGIONAL' POWERS AND:'WHEN, .AFTER

CENTURIES' 'COLONIALISM FINALLY ENDING, THAT ANOTHER :OUSIDE
POWER . SHOULD BE''PERMITTED:REPLACE BRITAIN."

B ; ) 'THIS MORE-SURPRISING • IN VIEW' IRANIS-OFT.REP.EAT.ED
POSITION GULF STATES THEMSELVES' muST • ,ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY

FOR AREA 'WITH' NO •: OUTSIDE' COUNTRIES "PERMITTED" REPLACE
BRITAIN.

IC) "UNDER' AGREEMENT' W/TH. BRITAIN" THREE 'US WARSHIPS
ARRIVED IN BAHRAIN • i2 . YEARS'.AGO . "ON 'PRETEXT OF-REPAIRS' AND
REFUELING" AND HAVE . REMAINED THERE SINCE. IT IS ;SURPRISING
THAT* DURING' THIS' NEW CHAPTER OF HISTORY .AMERICANS .STAY ON
ANii'ONE MUST WONDER' "TO WHAT' PURPOSES THEY : HAVE :SIGNED
AGREEMENT-WITH-BAHRAIN TO CONTINUE 'THEIR PRESENCE 'HERE."
DESPITE* BIFTMUBARAK 1 S 'STATEMENT : THAT' BAHRAIN HAS NO 'SECRET
AGREEMENT'WITH US, PRESENCE' OF THREE WARSHIPS, .EVEN 'FOR REPAIRS
AND' REFUELING, u CA4NDT :- BUT : BE' ACCEPTED WITH MISGIVINGS."

D) 'SINCE I 'THIS . DEVELOPMENT' "RELATES 'TO
SECURITY OF, ALL. PEOPLES OF : THE REGION NO LITTORAL STATE
WAS . THE-RIGHT - TO GRANT' PERMISSION TO FOREIGN 'COUNTRY, 	 •
LARGE- OR SMALL, TO-MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESENCE' IN GULF
EVEN FOR REPAIRS' AND 'REFUELING PURPOSES ,BECAUSE .. THERE IS
ALitiAYS - THE . POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH ACTION :MAY LEAD TO.
ENDANGERING' SECURITY OF OTHER ;NATIONS." :CONDUCT OF
US-"WHICH'!HAS' ALWAYS 'PROFESSED IT WAS' SUPPORTER . OF
LIBERTY AND FREEDOM OF-OTHERS' IS 'SURPRISING," AND !US
SHOULD UNDERSTAND THIS ACTION IS .LIKELY
TO '"CREATE' MISUNDERSTANDINGS' IN THE REGION."

iE1 'SOVIETS AND' OTHERS ARE FULLY JUSTIFIED IN 'PROTESTING
STATIONING' Or'THREE AMERICAN WARSHIPS IN THE-REGION. IRAN
WAS• "EVENAREATER RIGHT TO PROTEST"THIS 'UNWISE •ACTION
WHICH' CERTAINLY IS! AGAINST' INTERESTS :OF REGIONAL-SECURITY :EDG 'JRLDEM#
ANDTHAT US . SHOULD REVIEW' ITS' WRONG POLICY, *TO . SAY
THE! LEAST, AND' LEAVE THE PERSIAN' GULF AS SOON AS 'POSSIBLE."
ALL:COUNTRIES' SHOULD KNOW . "THAT': THE PERSIAN 'GULF IS 'NOT
OPEN TO IMPERIALIST DESIGNS BY OUTSIDE . POWERS AND j2EGIONAL



POWERS  SHALL COMBAT WITH ALLMEANS'ATTTHEIR DISPOSAL ATTEMPT_•
BY FOREIGN POWERS .,..IRRESPECTIVE OF : 'SIZEP'TO INF1LTRAtE-GULF"

2 •- COMMENTI AS 'REPORTED' IN REFTELS, 'GO! +i -AS UP UNTIL NOW
RORAINED'TROM ADVERSE COMMENT 	 tOMIDEASTFOR ARRANGEMENTS
WITWBAHRAIN. AND''FONM/N KHALATBARI ',HAS'ATTEMPTEDA5AMPEN
DOWN PRESS INTEREST'IN THIS MATTER. 'WE RELIABLY INFORMED

THAT":ETELAAT EDITORIAL' WAS WRITTEN' 	 INSTRUCTION (WE .DO
NOT KNOW WHOSE) WITI4-PAPER TOLD'.EXPLICITLrWHAT'POiNTS TO !MAKE
BY MINISTRY — OF INFORMATION. THIS —MINISTRY'WOULD , NOT .:IN TURN HAVE
TAKEN THIS'LINE 'UNLESS IT HAD iHIGH u LEVEL INSTRUCTIONS. AMBASSADOR;
IS Y SEEINGALAM 1ATERITODAY'AND WILL L SEEK • CLARIY APPARENTHANGE
IN IRANIAN- ATTITUDE'TOWARDS iCOMIDEASTFOR.-OUR VERY TENTATIVE
RE A CTION IS I THIS.EDITORIAL DOES NOT REPRESENT:CHANGE IN GOi
POSITION 'OF : ACOUIESCENOE IN PRESENCE0r:COMIDEASTFOR IN GULF

BUT' RATHER DESIRE'1A1 'TO PLACE IRAN `ON RE C ORD AGAINST-:EXTERNAL'
PRESENCE IN GULF AND THUS' ASSOCIATE-ITSELF WITW.OTHE COUNTRIES
OF `REGION' ON THIS ISSUE, AND (B) 'TO BE IN A POSITION TO , CRITICIZE
AND; OBJECT TO ANY•ZPIT ORTS BY S OVIETS . T0 . .ESTABLISH.PRESENCE IN
GULF OR STEP UP ! THEIR ACTIVIT1ESTHERE.:GP•3.
MACARTHUR

NOTE BY *OC/Ts NOT PASSED MANAMA.
NOTE BY 'OC)Ti #AS RECEIVED.
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